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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT to VERIFY INFORMATION ON VOTER REGISTRATION aPPLICATIONS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

SECTION 1.  G.S. 163-82.4(a) reads as rewritten:

"(a)
Information Requested of Applicant. -- The form required by G.S. 163-82.3(a) shall request the applicant's:

(1) Name,

(2) Date of birth,

(3) Residence address,

(4) County of residence,

(5) Date of application,

(6) Gender,

(7) Race,

(7a) Ethnicity,

(8) Political party affiliation, if any, in accordance with subsection (c) of this section,

(9) Telephone number (to assist the county board of elections in contacting the voter if needed in processing the application),

(10) Drivers license number or, if the applicant does not have a drivers license number, the last four digits of the applicant's social security number,

and any other information the State Board finds is necessary to enable officials of the county where the person resides to satisfactorily process the application. The form shall require the applicant to state whether currently registered to vote anywhere, and at what address, so that any prior registration can be cancelled. The portions of the form concerning race and ethnicity shall include as a choice any category shown by the most recent decennial federal census to compose at least one percent (1%) of the total population of North Carolina. The county board shall make a diligent effort to complete for the registration records any information requested on the form that the applicant does not complete, 
including a search under G.S. 163-82.19(b) for a matching record maintained by the Department of Transportation or the federal Social Security Administration to supply a driver’s license number or last four digits of the Social Security number if none is provided on the form, but no application shall be denied because an applicant does not state race, ethnicity, gender, or telephone number. The application shall conspicuously state that provision of the applicant's telephone number is optional. If the county board maintains voter records on computer, the free list provided under this subsection shall include telephone numbers if the county board enters the telephone number into its computer records of voters.”
SECTION 2.  G.S. 163‑82.19(b) reads as rewritten:

"(b)
Coordination on Data Interface. --The Department of Transportation jointly with the State Board of Elections shall develop and operate a computerized interface to match information in the database of the statewide voter registration system with the drivers license information in the Division of Motor Vehicles to the extent required to enable the State Board of Elections and the Department of Transportation to verify the accuracy of the information provided on applications for voter registration, whether the applications were received at drivers license offices or elsewhere. The Department of Transportation and the State Board shall implement the provisions of this subsection so as to comply with section 303 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002. The Department of Transportation shall enter into an agreement with the Commissioner of Social Security so as to comply with section 303 of the Help America Vote Act of 2002.

Information provided by an applicant for voter registration shall be deemed matched to information maintained by the Department of Transportation or the federal Social Security Administration for purposes of this section if a reasonable person would conclude that such applicant is likely to be the individual reflected in the information maintained by the Department of Transportation or the federal Social Security Administration. 

If a valid match cannot be found to verify the driver’s license number or last four digits of the social security number provided on an application for voter registration, the State Board shall assign the applicant a unique identifier number to identify that applicant for voter registration purposes.  The mere fact that a valid match cannot be found shall not constitute grounds for rejecting such an application; rather, unless there exist grounds under Article 7A of Chapter 163 of the General Statutes to question the application’s validity other than the failure to find a valid match, the applicant shall be registered to vote.  Any such applicant who has registered to vote by mail on or after January 1, 2003, and has not previously voted in an election that includes a ballot item for federal office in North Carolina, shall present identification in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 163-166.12.
SECTION 3.  This act is effective when it becomes law.
�Asks election officials to try to find a matching record to supply the appropriate identifying number if none is given on the form.


�Codifies a “substantial match” standard.


�Clarifies consequences of a failed match.  The State Board assigns a number, as if the individual had been issued no identifying number under G.S. 163-82.4(a1).  Clarifies that individuals will be registered in the event of a failed match, but must show ID before voting if a first-time voter registering by mail.
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