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Subject: Public Forum Pilot Program IRV January 17, 2008

 

Good Morning, I am Eugene Weeks, 2509 Foxgate Drive, Raleigh, NC and 

Chairman, Wake County Voter Education Coalition. The Voter Education 

Coalition vehemently oppose the Instant Runoff Voting because it is a very 

bad idea and it is confusing to some of the voters.

a. We feel that IRV will disenfranchise certain segments of 

voters-especially the challenged and impaired voters. The ballot that is 

being used now is already confusing to some voters, yet you want to 

antagonize and confuse the voters more by asking them to not only vote for 

one candidate, but indicate a second and third choice before leaving the 

voting booth. Where is the voter's rights in this process?

b. Every voter goes into a polling place with their candidate in mind. 

Under the IRV, you are now asking the voter to choose a second and third 

choice on the ballot before leaving the booth. We feel that this erodes 

the rights of the voter to make their choice for their candidate.

Questions for you: 
If a voter only marks for one candidate, is the ballot valid or void?

If a voter marks the same candidate for the second and third choice, is the ballot valid or void?

How will the voter find out if his or her ballot is counted?

What happened to the voter's rights to choose only his candidate in 

this process?

c. We know sometimes a candidate will modify or change some of their 

positions on issues between an election and the run-off period. Now in the 

IRV system, the voters have been eliminated from hearing the candidates a 

second time. This is unfair to the voters and candidates.

d. The IRV Pilot Program was conducted in Cary and Hendersonville, NC. 

Looking at the demographics of these areas, the make up of voters are not 

a true sampling of voters in North Carolina. What I am stating is that 

your IRV Pilot Program is not a sufficient and scientific method for all 

voters in North Carolina. It does not reflect the demographic or 

representation of voters in North Carolina. For example, look at the 

demographics of voters in Cary and Hendersonville against the demographics 

on voters in Raleigh, Charlotte, Winston-Salem or Greensboro, North 

Carolina. There is no way for your IRV Pilot Program to produce "TRUE" 

scientific results of this project.

***It is a bad experimental process and the results would be misleading to 

the SBOE and the NC Legislature to tell them that IRV is best for North 

Carolina.

***It is also a bad choice because the Wake County Board of Elections 

still has not stated what the "NET SAVINGS" would be. They only repeated there would be a cost  savings for the counties. Again, "Where is the Net Savings"? We know it 

will take additional funds for the new software for IRV (which is not available in NC yet) new ballots and  new voting machines.

IN OLD PLAIN ENGLISH-KEEP THE VOTING SIMPLE-NOT CONFUSING.

Submitted by Mr. Eugene 

Weeks

Chairman, Wake 

Counter Voters Education Coalition 

 

 

