Resolution to Protect Election Integrity in North Carolina:

“The Public Confidence in Elections Act”
WHEREAS, the Public Confidence in Elections Act - Session Law 2005-323  – (hereinafter the “Act”) was passed unanimously in August 2005, which has become a model for improving voting integrity and given North Carolina a leadership position in the country; and 

WHEREAS, the “Act” immediately worked to restore the public’s confidence in elections by weeding out weak and unreliable vendors, resulting in North Carolina being declared the country’s leader in efforts to ensure accurate elections by the non-profit Brennan Center: and 
WHEREAS, the “Act” was improved in July 2006 to require that the State Board of Elections SHALL not select precincts to take part in hand-to-eye audits until after Election Day, thus making the audits truly random, and

WHEREAS, even though they are required to select precincts to audit after Election Day, the State Board of Elections is still selecting precincts to audit before Election Day, claiming that the language of the bill is imprecise; and 

WHEREAS, some advocacy groups have recently encouraged NC legislators to change the “Act” and make it less strict to allow, among other things, more companies to “compete” for the multi-million dollar contract allowing the purchase of more – not fewer – expensive and error-prone DRE touchscreen voting machines, and 
WHEREAS, being number one does not mean being perfect – some touchscreen counties reported failure rates as high as 9% for their thermal-paper trail printers which greatly exceeded the 1.5% to 2% failure rates claimed by the manufacturer, meaning it is not possible to do a 100% accurate hand-to-eye recount should it become necessary; and
WHEREAS, the integrity and confidence of the voting process and the recording of votes is essential to democracy,  and such integrity and confidence has been restored and reinforced using voting methods which produce a Verified Paper ballot that can be audited and recounted; and

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT the North Carolina Democratic Party and elected and appointed Democratic officials urge the NC State Board of Elections to perform random election audits in precincts selected AFTER the election as the law requires and not take shortcuts to undermine election integrity; and 

Therefore be it further resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party and elected and appointed Democratic officials urge the NC General Assembly to not make changes in the Act that make it easier for counties to purchase DRE touchscreen machines; and 
Therefore be it further resolved that the North Carolina Democratic Party and elected and appointed Democratic officials urge passage of a federal version of our “Act” that requires all voting machines provide for a Voter-marked paper ballot that is counted either by an Optical Scanner or by Hand, to ensure the validity of the voters intent and for use in the event of a recount, and for tough mandatory random post-election audits.
